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Brief Bios of Shinnyo Fellows  

Students from leading universities across the country are invited to join the Shinnyo-en Foundation’s peace 
initiative, Six Billions Paths to Peace. Whether they participate in the Summer Fellows Program or Shinnyo 
Fellows Program, students bring alive the Six Billion Paths to Peace initiative in various ways as they impact 
their campuses, local, national, and global communities.  

Summer Fellows work in offices and/or engage in direct service that provides opportunities to learn more about 
peace and service on their campuses over the summer. These students gain knowledge on the day-to-day work 
of their summer host organization.  Through their work, students develop valuable professional skills and 
experience firsthand best practices of peace through service.  

Shinnyo Fellows receive year-long stipends to introduce, implement and/or institutionalize the Six Billion 
Paths to Peace project on their university campuses and/or the communities of their choice. To achieve the goal, 
Fellows design and pilot their own peace and service projects in the Fellows’ chosen areas with the support of 
faculty or a staff advisor on campus. Both undergraduate and graduate students from diverse disciplines and 
backgrounds have participated in the Shinnyo Fellows Program. The Fellows receive leadership training, 
individual and group guidance, and have the opportunity to connect with other youth, faculty and national 
leaders in this field.  

George Mason University 
Shinnyo Fellows 

 

 

Kwaw de Graft-Johnson is a doctoral student at George Mason 
University’s School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (S-CAR) in 
Virginia. He is currently involved in the production of a project titled “S-
CAR Speaks”, which is a weekly video podcast program that seeks to 
highlight peacebuilding projects undertaken by students. Through his own 
experience, Kwaw has realized that many individuals do have the passion 
to pursue peacebuilding work, but a lack of “a know-how approach”, tends 
to curb this enthusiasm. As a 2012-2013 Shinnyo Fellow, he will look to 
explore ways where the S-CAR community members can most effectively 
pursue peacebuilding work while in school and continue on with this 
service, after graduating. 

 

 

Sixte Vigny Nimuraba is a Master’s student at George Mason 
University’s School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution and plans to 
pursue a Doctoral degree upon the completion of his Master’s. He is 
currently the Genocide Prevention Program Assistant at S-CAR (GMU). 
He has been working in a Burundian Human Right League (Ligue Iteka) 
and other local and international organizations where he held different 
positions with a mission to further peaceful coexistence and human rights.  
He has a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from University of Ngozi 
(Burundi). For his Shinnyo Fellowship project, he plans to build 
intercultural bridges at George Mason University by bringing together 
international and American students through dialogue and hence help 
develop peacebuilding dispositions.    

   



 

 

Sarah Parshall is a third year undergraduate student at the School for 
Conflict Analysis and Resolution with a minor is Dance Appreciation at 
George Mason University. Her areas of interest include social justice and 
using dance as a vehicle for peace and empowerment among youth. She 
enjoys running, the outdoors, dancing, biking, and photography. As a 
Shinnyo Fellow she plans to design her project around the international 
community for which she serves as a Resident Advisor to promote 
intercultural dialogue, understanding and peace. Her passion for working 
with international students comes from her many experiences growing up 
in Central and South East Asia. Sarah can read, write and speak fluent 
Mandarin and has one brother named Ike. 

 

 

Seattle University 
Summer Fellows 

 

 

Alexandra Cratsenberg is a senior attending Seattle University majoring 
in Psychology with a minor in Non-profit Leadership. Throughout her 
college years, Alexandra has become involved in many of Seattle 
University social justice immersion trips focusing on the effects of 
poverty, such as to Mexico and New Orleans. Last summer, Alexandra 
spent time in India, volunteering with the Missionaries of Charity. While 
attending Seattle University, Alexandra has taken on leadership positions, 
such as retreat leader for Campus Ministry, and Student Leader for the 
Common Good within the Center for Service and Community 
Engagement.  Alexandra is passionate about understanding the roots of 
poverty within different cultures. Through her Shinnyo Summer 
Fellowship, Alexandra hopes to continue her passion and gain a new 
insight into how she can positively use her skills to impact diverse 
communities either abroad or within the United States. 

 
 

 

Stuart Haruyama is a junior at Seattle University studying History with a 
minor in International Studies.  Born and raised in Portland, Oregon, Stuart 
calls the Pacific Northwest home, but has lived abroad in Japan and always 
enjoys traveling to new locales.  On the Seattle University campus, he is a 
member of the Core Honors program, a student leader with the Center for 
Service and Community Engagement, and a Game Operations assistant 
with the Athletics department.  Stuart has volunteered regularly at several 
non-profits since coming to Seattle, including Full Life Care, the Japanese 
Cultural and Community Center, and SOAR.  In his free time, Stuart 
enjoys playing tennis, eating delicious foods, and enjoying all that Seattle 
and the Pacific Northwest have to offer.  As a Shinnyo-en Summer Fellow, 
Stuart hopes to critically engage with issues of homelessness and societal 
inequities, as well as discerning his own vocation. 

 

   



 
 

 

Alex Hopkins is a senior attending Seattle University majoring in 
International Studies and Public Affairs with a minor in Global African 
Studies. Alex was born and raised in Western Washington. While at 
Seattle University, Alex has been involved in many local community 
organizations, including the St. James cathedral kitchen, Children’s 
Literacy Project, and the Seattle University Youth Initiative. He has also 
taken a commitment social justice beyond Seattle, volunteering and 
studying in Appalachia, Honduras, and Ghana. Through the Shinnyo 
Summer Fellowship, Alex hopes to gain a better understanding of how 
local community-oriented organizations operate, with a hope to apply 
those insights to a career working in the nonprofit and community 
development fields, inside and outside of the United States.  

 

 

Jacqueline Shrader is a senior, Pacific Northwest native pursuing a 
degree in Theology and Religious Studies. Last year, Jacqueline spent six 
months in Central and South America, where her passion for 
multiculturalism, specifically in the Latino community, was ignited. 
Recently, Jacqueline has worked with a non-profit that works with 
financing projects for indigenous families in Guatemala. She also has 
worked with minority youth through tutoring and helping navigate the 
college admissions process. In the future, Jacqueline would like to travel 
and learn more about the comprehensive problems marginalized 
communities face. Her ideal goal would be able to empower the voiceless 
to have a voice in the global arena. As a Shinnyo Summer Fellow, 
Jacqueline hopes to cultivate a sense of deeper kinship in marginalized 
groups by raising awareness and fostering community. 

 

Andy Vanderbilt is a junior in the College of Nursing at Seattle 
University. Andy was attracted to Nursing as a service profession that acts 
in the community directly. Andy will be working for the Meredith 
Matthews East Madison YMCA at their YEAH! Summer program. He will 
be tutoring math and reading, supervising activities, and promoting healthy 
lifestyles. He has spent four summers as a camp counselor at Camp Oljato 
in Lakeshore, California. In his future, he would like to work as a 
community health nurse in a rural community, preferably in the mountains. 
He enjoys skiing, skateboarding, running, and playing ultimate frisbee.  

Shinnyo Fellows (year-long) 
 

 

Chris Clem is a fourth-year at Seattle University studying Economics and 
International Studies.  This past year, Chris spent six months in Salta, 
Argentina, working with the provincial government to develop an 
assessment method for their microfinance program for youth in the 
area.  These experiences combined with his previous work with socially 
responsible investment in universities through the Responsible 
Endowments Coalition has led him on a path toward corporate social 
responsibility work. Chris hopes to develop a deeper understanding of 
economic disparities and how they affect marginalized youth, especially 
those with special needs. Ultimately, he hopes to combine his passions for 
economic empowerment and working with marginalized youth, very 
possibly through a vocation in public interest law. 



 

 
 

 

Hailing from Colorado, Joyce Keeley is a senior International Studies 
major at Seattle University. She has been involved in many activities both 
on campus through the Center for Service, Oxfam, and Sullivan Leader 
program, as well as off campus through teaching ESL and Citizenship for 
immigrants. As part of the Seattle University Youth Initiative, Joyce co-
facilitated a service-learning course on educational equity in the local 
neighborhood by leading her peers in service, advocacy, and reflection. 
She most recently returned from eight months in Tanzania where she 
studied Swahili and Sustainable Development as well as taught English at 
a vocational training center and secondary school. She is continuing to use 
her Swahili through working with refugees in their resettlement process 
and is excited to continue to explore bridging the gap between her 
international interests and passion for serving her local community. Joyce 
is looking forward to the intentional direction of the Shinnyo Fellowship in 
order to discern the best ways for her to do good in the world while also 
doing good for herself. In the midst of all that soul-searching, Joyce really 
likes peanut butter and riding her bicycle. 

 
 

 

Amy Tower is a senior majoring in Philosophy who is currently 
discerning her place in the world. She has been a Student Leader for the 
Common Good at the Center for Service and Community Engagement, a 
student leader in the Seattle University Youth Initiative, and a Shinnyo 
Summer Fellow in 2011. She also volunteers with elementary school 
students through the Catholic Community Services Youth Tutoring 
Program. As a Shinnyo Year-Long Fellow, Amy hopes to strengthen her 
leadership skills so that she may be a more confident, humble, and 
collaborative ally in anti-oppression and anti-racism work. In her free time, 
she enjoys doodling, adventuring, and eating delicious food. She dreams of 
working as a solidarity activist in Palestine one day.  

University of California, Berkeley 
Shinnyo Fellows 

 
 

 
 

 

Rahkii Holman is a senior majoring in psychology with a minor in Peace 
and Conflict studies.  During the fall semester Rahkii will facilitate a for-
credit course in collaboration with Get on the Bus, an annual event taking 
place throughout California, providing free transportation for children and 
their caregivers to visit their parents in prison on Mother’s and Father’s 
day. Rahkii is a member of the ACLU and worked to raise awareness and 
collect signatures for the SAFE California Act, the first ever statewide vote 
on replacing the death penalty with a punishment of life in prison with no 
chance of parole. For almost two decades Rahkii has worked to address 
issues affecting his community using music as a vehicle for social 
progress, touring throughout Europe and the US and collaborating with 
artists and social activists on issues such as economic inequity, the prison 
industrial complex and the promotion of ascending mental health in the 
face of adversity.  Rahkii is planning to attend graduate school in social 
welfare and is looking ahead to a career in mental health mitigation where 
he can serve as an advocate for the underrepresented.  As part of his work 
with Get on the Bus, this summer Rahkii is helping to coordinate and 



facilitate the Father’s Day event at Solano prison in Vacaville. Through his 
work with the Shinnyo-En foundation, Rahkii will continue to foster and 
maintain the mutually beneficial relationship between UC Berkeley 
students and families affected by the prison industrial complex throughout 
California.  

 
 
 
 

 

Liliane Laborde-Edozien is a sophomore intending to major in Molecular 
Cellular Biology with an emphasis in Neurobiology and a minor in French 
Language. With a strong interest in the correlation between the 
physiological processes of the brain and the psychology of the human 
condition, Liliane plans to continue in her education beyond a Bachelor’s 
degree.  Liliane currently volunteers at Motivating, Inspiring, Serving, and 
Supporting Sexually Exploited Youth (MISSSEY), an Oakland-based 
nonprofit working with commercially sexually exploited girls ages 11-21. 
This summer Liliane is continuing her service with MISSSEY training 
toward certification as Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) 
counselor through Girls Educational and Mentoring Services.  This 
certification will allow her to continue her service with this cause more 
deeply as she will be able to work directly with clients engaged through 
MISSSEY. Possessing an extensive interest in other cultures, languages, 
international relations, and science – complementing her already diverse 
background – Liliane aspires to advocate on an international level for 
populations with limited access to medicine and public health. Liliane 
hopes that through her work with the Shinnyo-en Foundation she will 
create a summer program for sexually exploited survivors that will 
coincide with MISSSEY’s efforts to empower these girls and at the same 
time empower the organization’s student-volunteer base to support its 
efforts to provide their services to East Bay communities. 

 


